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INTRODUCTION: Who was Nehemiah? A man of responsibility as the king’s cupbearer, a man of vision to repair 
a wall broken for 141 years, a man of action as he had compassion for the people and inspired others to join 
him, and most importantly a man of prayer as prayer was always his first resort.


READ NEHEMIAH CHAPTER 2 

1. NEHEMIAH BOLDLY FOLLOWED GOD’S LEADING (vs 2:1-8)

- Nehemiah went to the king for the king’s blessing because his heart was heavily burdened for the people

- Like we said last week, this was extremely dangerous. The king could have had him imprisoned or even 

executed.

- He’s also asking the king to back his plan to rebuild a city that has already been conquered. The walls being 

torn down was because the city was seen as a threat. 
Second, Nehemiah asked the king if he could use the king’s forest to do the rebuilding!


- Response: the king said sure because GOD WAS WITH HIM! verse 8

- How can we know it’s God’s leading? 

- We must ask ourselves this question: HOW DOES IT ADVANCE HIS KINGDOM?


2. WITH MUCH PRAYER AND OPPOSITION (vs 2:9-16)

- When Nehemiah takes the very first steps of obedience, he runs into opposition. We should expect the same!

- John 16:33 Jesus says, “I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you will 

have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.”

- For three nights, Nehemiah went out to secretly inspect the wall to see the extent of the damage. Given his 

character, there was most likely much prayer during this time.

- We need to regularly be taking inventory of our life, not drowning out the noise with more activity, more stuff, 

more electronics. We must slow down.

- I ask our leadership to regularly take a spiritual retreat. One I NEED THE ACCOUNTABILITY. Two, we all need 

to slow down, spend time with God, and take inventory.


3. BUT GOD’S STORY MOVED PEOPLE TO ACTION. (vs 2:17-3:32)

- Nehemiah shared his heart and the testimony that God had given him. Nehemiah 2:18-19

- We must always be ready to share the story that God has given us.

- God’s story will always impact hearts and move people to action. 

- It led almost everyone to take action! The wall is almost 2.5 miles long, about 40 feet tall and anywhere from 

8ft. to 21 feet thick!

- Note the people who worked on the wall: the high priest (v.1), the goldsmiths (v.8), women (v.12), perfume-

makers (v.31), the merchants (v.32). The commoners of Tekoa (home town of Amos) also pulled double duty 
because the nobles “would not put their shoulders to the work” (v.5).


- Note the people who did not work on the wall: the nobles from Tekoa (v.5), no expert builders.

- This is an inspiring example of what can be done when God’s people work together under an individual whole-

heartedly following God.

- Hebrews 10:24-25 says, “And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, 25 not 

neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see 
the Day drawing near.”


- Nehemiah 3 is an example of what can be accomplished for God’s glory when one individual whole-heartedly 
follows God’s plan and vision. 


- This could not have been possible without an abundance of prayer as well as all of God’s people working 
together in unison in the area that God had entrusted to them.


- WE TOO WILL PRAY!!! Beginning this week, we are going to open up this place for a weekly night of prayer. 


READ FOR CLOSING: Romans 15:5-6 says, “5 May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live 
in such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, 6 that together you may with one voice glorify the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.”


